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TRANSACTIONS OF THE SOCIETY. 
March-April, 1898. 

A Regular Meeting of the Society was held at Chickering Hall 
on Monday, March 14, at 8.30 o'clock p.m. 

President Daly in the chair. 

The following persons, recommended by the Council, were 
elected Fellows: 

Hartwell A. Wilkins. John S. Phillips. 

Charles J. Barnes, Chicago. Charles Batchelor. 

J. W. Hoffman, Orangeburg, S. C. Mrs. James Herman Aldrich. 

The President then introduced to the Society Dr. Titus Munson 
Coan, who made an address on The Hawaiian Islands: the Country 
and the People. 

On motion,. the Society adjourned. 

A Regular Meeting was held at Chickering Hall on Monday, 
April 11, at 8.30 o'clock p.m. 

President Daly in the chair. 

The following persons, recommended by the Council, were 
elected Fellows of the Society: 

J. Burke Wolfe. M. D. Howell. 

The President called the attention of the Society to the invita- 
tion received in March from the Syndic and Municipality of Florence 
to the Celebration to be held in that city, April 17-27, in commem- 
oration of Paolo Dal Pozzo Toscanelli and Amerigo Vespucci, two 
famous Florentines whose names are associated with the history of 
the discovery of the New World. 

In response to this invitation the Council appointed as Delegate 
to the Toscanelli-Vespucci celebration Captain Alfred T. Mahan, 
U.S. N., retired. 

A letter from the Department of State, under date of March 18, 
expressed the desire of H. E. the President to nominate, as Hon- 
orary Representative of the United States at the Celebration, the 
delegate selected by this Society. 

This offer was thankfully accepted on the 23d of March, and 
Captain Mahan departed on his mission by the steamer Fulda, on the 
28th of March. 

President Daly introduced Signor Branchi, Consul-General for 
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Italy, who spoke briefly of the coming festivities in Florence and 
their significance for Americans as well as for Italians. 

Portraits of Toscanelli, Vespucci, and Columbus were thrown 
upon the screen. 

The President then introduced Mr. Clarence Pullen, who ad- 
dressed the Society on the Mingling of the Races in Aztlan, and 
showed a number of views in illustration of his subject. 

On motion, the Society adjourned. 



The interest in Arctic exploration takes various forms. 

A plan for reaching the North Pole by a railway was submitted 
to the Council of this Society in January last. 

The starting point was to be in Grant Land, " as far as one can 
come without being hindered by ice." 

Things needed were these: 

i. A steamer to reach the starting point. 

2. Tracks. 

3. Engine, with 10 cars. 

4. One sleeping-car. 

5. One car with provisions. 

6. Coal and wood. 

The party to consist of the inventor, one machinist and six 
workmen. 

The tracks were to be laid, almost without effort, in this manner: 
"In all cases a smooth surface must be obtained by blowing up any pack-ice 
that the tracks can be laid. These are made ready for laying, and are extra pre- 
pared for that purpose. Each track is 20 feet long and i^xij^ inch thick ; the 
weight of each track amounts to 40 lb. They can easily be fastened by a bolt one to 
another, are connected by three iron cross-sticks and held fast in the ice by two 
bolts on each side. So 3-4 miles can be laid every day. The expenses for each track 
of 20 feet will amount to $4.00, and as now 1,000 miles are to be laid and every 
mile costs $1,000.00, the total sum for all tracks being -needed will amount to 
$1,000,000.00." 

The engine to be of 100 horse power, and provided with a tank 
on each side for water. 

While laying the tracks the party would always have the engine 
and one car at hand, with all things needful, including a light, 
" that we can see at our work during the long nights." 

The cost of this simple solution of an old problem is estimated 
at $1,500,000, including wages and the " necessary amount of 
wood." 



